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As we enter this time of virtual worship, we do so alongside the Body of Christ in a 

spiritual space while we abstain from doing so in a physical space. Please participate 

by reading aloud along with the leader the parts of the service which are bolded and 

standing where you find the + symbol.  

 
THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

+ THE ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
 
 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 

+ THE GREETING AND KYRIE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy. 
 

+ THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

+ THE GOSPEL READING FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
The holy gospel according to John. 
 
John 11:1-45 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent 

a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard 
it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so 

that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus 

was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
  7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, 
and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 

hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because 

they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, 



because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our 

friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The 
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 

right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them 

plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, 

said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 

  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and 

many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 

him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God 

will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother 

will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 

the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 
  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 

told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when 
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet 

come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary 

get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was 

and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 

and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how 

he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

 
  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 

and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 

stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took 

away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 

the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 

me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 



out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 

cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 
let him go.” 

 
  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 

what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 
Here ends the Holy Gospel.  
 

 

THE SERMON:   “HOUDINI” 
 
 

THE HYMN:  “CHRIST, THE LIFE OF ALL THE LIVING” 
Soloist: Keith Gansel 
Pianist: Cindy Gansel 
 
Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Christ yourself for me once giving to the darkest depths of woe: 
Through your suff’ring, death, and merit life eternal I inherit 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, dearest, Jesus unto you. 
 
You have suffered great affliction and have borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, fully to atone for me; 
For you chose to be tormented that my doom should be prevented. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, dearest, Jesus unto you. 
 
Then, for all that bought my pardon, for the sorrows deep and sore, 
For the anguish in the garden, I will thank you evermore; 
Thank you for the groaning, sighing, for the bleeding and the dying, 
For the last triumphant cry, praise you ever more on high. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with your 
Spirit and bless the work of those who work for it. Accomplish your work of salvation 
in us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation suffers. 
Restore polluted lands and waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms, 
floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters. Bring all things to new life. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation: 
those longing for wars to cease, those waiting for immigration paperwork to finalize, 
those seeking election, and those in dire need of humanitarian relief. Be with those 
who serve our community. Come quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive by 
anxiety, despair, or pain (especially). Fill us with compassion and empathy for those 
who struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to collaborate with 
our community in caring for the needs of our neighbors. Inspire us in this time to 
respond to the call to love you by loving our neighbor. Strengthen our ties with other 
local congregations, agencies, and services. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

THE OFFERING 
We invite you to continue in your faithful support of God’s work by contributing 
electronically during our season of meeting in a virtual world. Please see our website 
homepage for further instructions on how to participate in electronic giving.  

 
+ THE PRAYERS 
Let us pray 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For 
your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for 
life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 



 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to 
your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

+ THE BLESSING AND SENDING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord’s face shine upon us with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon us with favor and ☩ give us peace. 
Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In this unprecedented time, Good Shepherd will continue to seek best 
how to faithfully live the gospel message. For updates, please 
consider the following options.  
 

 Visit the website: good-shepherd-church.com . We will be 
working to keep this updated with current information. 



 Get on the church email list. To do so, go to the website and click 
on the tab labeled, “Contact Us”. Complete the information 
required and in the text let us know you want to be added to the 
email list. 

 Follow our official Facebook page. Search for Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church and make sure to find the one in Palos Heights. 
We have a picture of the church building on our page to make it 
easily identifiable.  

 Go to our YouTube page where we have uploaded the entire 

video for worship. In the description of the video you will find a 

link that will connect directly to the bulletin. And don’t forget to 

subscribe to the YouTube channel so you will not miss any 

further video postings.  

 
May this season of Lent and anxiety be a journey we take together 
with diligence, compassion, hope and love.  


