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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

Digital Worship 

 

August 30, 2020 

Rev. Christopher Buresh 

Rev. Dr. Wayne Basch 

As we enter this time of digital worship, we do so alongside the Body of Christ in a 
spiritual space while we abstain from doing so in a physical space. Please participate 
by reading aloud along with the leader the parts of the service which are bolded and 
standing where you find the + symbol.  
 

We will also be sharing virtually in Holy Communion. We would invite those who desire 
to partake to prepare by setting up a space with elements suitable for eating and 
drinking. Suggestions for these elements include bread, crackers, wine, juice or water. 
 

THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 

+ THE GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

 + THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
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O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 
the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give 
us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 

THE FIRST READING FOR THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Lector:  Emie Choquette 
 

First Reading: Romans 12:9-21 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another 
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be 
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; 
do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you 
are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 
sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are 
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this 
you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began 
to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 
be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid 
it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For 
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will 
they give in return for their life? 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming 
in his kingdom.” 
 

Here ends the Holy Gospel. 
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THE SERMON:  “The Lesson of Opposites” 
Rev. Dr. Wayne A. Basch 
 

THE ANTHEM:  “Lamb of God” 
Good Shepherd Flute Choir, Director:  Joy Ausec 
Pianist:  Donna Choquette 
 

Text/Music:  Twila Paris Arranged: Lloyd Larson, Hope Publishing Co. ©2003,  
One License:  Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category D. A-732879 for Apr 16, 2020 – Apr 15, 2021 

 

+ THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind 
of your church on divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our 
lives for the sake of Christ and thereby discover joy in life through him. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us 
eyes to see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our 
lives in harmony with all creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one 
another, even those with whom we disagree. Fill all leaders with mercy and 
understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and 
most vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of 
your presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of 
those who are despairing, and heal the sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and 
persevere in prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we 
quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. Guide us to be united 
with the church in Coronationville and around the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 
prayers to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

THE OFFERING 
We invite you to continue in your faithful support of God’s work by contributing 
electronically during our season of meeting in a virtual world. Please see our website 
homepage for further instructions on how to participate in electronic giving.  
 

+ THE OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the 
earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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+ THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at 
your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to 
be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

+ THE BLESSING AND SENDING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord’s face shine upon us with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon us with favor and ☩ give us peace. 
Amen.  
 

Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Service Notes: 
 

     Today’s chancel flowers are given by Nancy Cross in loving memory of her parents, 
Lois and Les Wiles and her brother, Leslie Wiles.  The flowers are also given by Caryl 
and Steve Zirbes in celebration of their 35th wedding anniversary. 
 
the hospitalized: Beth Wetzig (LaGrange) 
 

the bereaved: Lenore and Bob Nelson on the death of Lenore’s cousin, David Koetz 

 
   Mission Offerings for the next two weeks have been designated to help those 
suffering from the devastation of the recent hurricanes. 
 

 
 
Good Shepherd responds to the needs presented by COVID 
At their recent meeting, members of the Missions Committee expressed great concern 
about how best to provide for people near and dear to Good Shepherd who have 
experienced financial hardship due to the challenges of COVID-19.  In that spirit, 
funding was set aside to assist people who are struggling financially due to loss of their 
expected income. If you are in need, please call the church office and we will make 
arrangements to discuss the situation and how we can help.  
 
 
As a community of faith, we strive to stay connected as we together 
journey through life. Good Shepherd has the following virtual 
experiences scheduled outside of Sunday Worship Services and Sunday 
School to help us come together as one Body of Christ. These offerings 
are based on the feedback received from the survey sent out last week. 
Thank you to all those who responded and we look forward to these 
efforts helping us all to “Be the Church.” 
 

Tues. at 10:30 am  Bible Study  

Did you know that the lectionary we use (the three-year cycle of readings that 

are shared during worship) are not limited to only readings for Sunday? Join 

us as we begin a journey of sharing in the daily lectionary and reflecting on 

God’s Word together on the Good Shepherd Facebook Page. 
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Wed morning        Hymn of the Week 

Michelle Podewell will be on the page playing a hymn and sharing the gift of 

music. Check in the late morning to enjoy celebrating the gift of music God 

has granted us. 

 

 

Thur. at 7:00 pm   Where is God? A time of processing, prayer and conversation 

A time to gather and be. The Good Shepherd Facebook Page will again be the 

platform for people gathering to reflect. This will be a time of conversation 

where you are invited to participate by typing questions or thoughts as we 

together explore God’s presence during this unique time.  

 

Also, know that Pastor Chris is happy to set up a zoom meeting or 
phone call with anyone who wants or needs to chat during this time. 
You are not alone! May you see God at work in and around you this 
week ahead. 


