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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

Digital Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

September 20, 2020 

Rev. Christopher Buresh 

Rev. Joe Schultz 

As we enter this time of digital worship, we do so alongside the Body of Christ in a 
spiritual space while we abstain from doing so in a physical space. Please participate 
by reading aloud along with the leader the parts of the service which are bolded and 
standing where you find the + symbol.  
 

We will also be sharing virtually in Holy Communion. We would invite those who desire 
to partake to prepare by setting up a space with elements suitable for eating and 
drinking. Suggestions for these elements include bread, crackers, wine, juice or water. 
 

THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 

+ THE GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

 + THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us as we strive to 
serve you. Because of the limits of our own humanity, grant us your merciful 
judgment and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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THE FIRST READING FOR THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Lector:  Diane L. Sweeney 
 
 

First Reading: Jonah 3:10-4:11 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they 
turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he 
did not do it.  
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became 
angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this 
what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I 
fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 
punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 
die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself 
there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked 
the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, 
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he 
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the 
bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a 
night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that 
great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons 
who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, 
he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about 
three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 
7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 
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the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to 
the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 
but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, 
they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, 
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; 
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and 
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do 
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

Here ends the Holy Gospel. 
 

THE SERMON:  “Fair Expectations” 
Rev. Joe Schultz 
 

THE HYMN:  “By Your Hand You Feed Your People” 
Vocalist and Pianist:  Michelle Podewell 
 

By your hand you feed your people, 
food of angels, heaven's bread. 
For these gifts we did not labor,  
by your grace have we been fed: 

 

Refrain 
Christ's own body, blessed and broken, 
cup o'er flowing, life outpoured, 
given as a living token  
of your world redeemed, restored. 

 

 In this meal we taste your sweetness, 
bread for hunger, wine of peace. 
Holy word and holy wisdom 
satisfy our deepest needs.  Refrain 

 

 Send us now with faith and courage 
to the hungry, lost, bereaved. 
In our living and our dying, 
we become what we receive:  Refrain 
 

 

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952.  Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under once License #A-732879 for April 16, 2020 to April 15, 2021.  All rights 

reserved. 

http://www.giamusic.com/
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+ THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; 
he descended to the dead 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 
 

A brief silence.  
 

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this 
gospel challenges the church, equip us to respond to its call to serve you. Strengthen 
those who suffer for Christ especially our friends in Coronationville. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is 
outside your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of 
generosity toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to 
places of conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the 
work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
abounding in steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and 
lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a 
livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and 
courage to all who are in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us 
faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful 
song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 
 

THE OFFERING 
We invite you to continue in your faithful support of God’s work by contributing 
electronically during our season of meeting in a virtual world. Please see our website 
homepage for further instructions on how to participate in electronic giving.  
 
 

+ THE OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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+ THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at 
your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to 
be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

+ THE BLESSING AND SENDING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord’s face shine upon us with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon us with favor and ☩ give us peace.  
Amen.  
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Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Service Notes: 
 

     Today’s chancel flowers are given in praise to God by the families of this year’s 
confirmation class.  The flowers are also given by Lynn Evers in loving memory of her 
parents, Corinne and Walter Doerrer and by Larry and Ya Ya Henning in loving memory 
of May P. Henning on the first year remembrance of her passing.   
 
     The Missions Offerings for both this week and the next will go to help support those 
who have been effected by the wildfires along the west coast.  
 
Our intercessions include:      
† The Holy Baptism:  Presley Jo Tracy, daughter of Scott and Janelle nee Gervasi.  
Born: January 3, 2020.   Sponsors:  Kristen Gervasi and Dan Tracy. 
† The Holy Baptism:  Liam Alan Goncher, son of Joseph and Laura nee Klaas.  Born:  
February 18, 2020.  Sponsors:  Kristin Schmidt and Michael Goncher 
the members of this year’s Confirmation class:  Adam Robert Aneston, Roger Louis 
Aurelio III, James Andrew Cano, Jacob Thomass Canvin, Kyle Matthew Collins, Ava 
Nalinee Courtney, Hunter Hayden Daniel, Karina Claire DiMambro, Grace Eileen 
Gambotz, Dylan Anthony Good, Brian Michael Manns, Donovan Lawrence Pierce, 
Clare Lynn Murphy, Carter Dean Rabold, Jaclyn Christine Rizzo, Matthew Neil Schroers, 
Riley Paige White, Connor Jacob Williams and Emily Elizabeth Zima. 
   
 
 

 
 
 
     If you are interested in donating flowers to beautify the chancel, please call the 

church office.  The following dates are open:  November 15 and November 22. 
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Good Shepherd responds to the needs presented by COVID 
At their recent meeting, members of the Missions Committee expressed great concern 
about how best to provide for people near and dear to Good Shepherd who have 
experienced financial hardship due to the challenges of COVID-19.  In that spirit, 
funding was set aside to assist people who are struggling financially due to loss of their 
expected income. If you are in need, please call the church office and we will make 
arrangements to discuss the situation and how we can help.  
 

 
As a community of faith, we strive to stay connected as we together 
journey through life. Please see the weekly calendar below to see what 
is happening this week at Good Shepherd, both in person and virtually.  
 
During This Week: 

SUN 9:00 AM Virtual Sunday School 

 10:00 AM Physical and Virtual Worship 

 2:00 PM Confirmation Service 

 6:00 PM Confirmation Service 

MON 7:00 PM 6th, 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation on Zoom 

TUE 10:30 AM Virtual Bible Study on Facebook 

 7:00 PM Confirmation Service 

WED AM Hymn of the Week on Facebook 

 7:00 PM Confirmation Service 

THU    7:00 PM Where Is God?  A time of processing, prayer and 

conversation on Facebook 

SUN 9:00 AM Virtual Sunday School 

 10:00 AM Physical and Virtual Worship 

 2:00 PM First Communion Service 

 
 

Also, know that Pastor Chris is happy to set up a zoom meeting or 
phone call with anyone who wants or needs to chat during this time. 
You are not alone! May you see God at work in and around you this 
week ahead. 


