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Flexibility  
I’m the kind of person who generally likes to plan far out ahead. Needless to say, the last 
few months have proven trying for that trait. Instead, I’ve had to remember the best 
advice I ever received and could give when preparing for a Mission Trip: “Be flexible.” 
What’s remarkable about this advice, is that it allows for the movement of the Spirit. As 
we set out to be both faithful and responsible, we pray that we are flexible enough to let 
the Spirit move and guide us. 
 

Worship Updates  
One Service at 10 am beginning September 6. As we resumed physically 
gathering for worship last month, we recognized that the apparent needs could be 
met with a single service which allows people to see even more friendly faces. Thus, 
we will be adjusting the service schedule until the time comes where demand 
increases. Likewise, our digital services will be accessible at the same time as the 
physical service begins. Please know that we are continually evaluating and re-
evaluating the recommendations for worship practices during this time of 
pandemic and look forward to resuming services that better resemble what had 
occurred prior to COVID.  

 

Thanks to Our Volunteers  
We want to deeply thank the group of volunteers who have stepped up to 
help with our digital services as well as those who help make our physical 
gatherings run smooth. We are always in need of more volunteers; please 
contact donna@good-shepherd-church.com if you are interested in helping. 
Also, thank you for your patience and continued support as we all navigate 
this uncharted terrain. Your faithfulness, generosity and care is a reflection of 
God’s love. 
 

Confirmation and First Communion Services 
We have a tremendous group of young people who are prepared to become adults 
in the eyes of the church. The Confirmation service will be different this year as 
Good Shepherd will see multiple Confirmation services beginning the week of 
September 20. The 19 youth will be confirmed in smaller groups to allow for their 
families to be present. The Confirmands will then join together as a class to share 
in their First Communion at a special service in the afternoon on Sunday, 
September 27. Due to COVID, space at the services will be reserved for our 
Confirmands and their families. Please continue to keep these young people in 

your prayers as they affirm the faith in which they were baptized and then come to the altar for their 
first taste of Holy Communion.  Our 2020 Confirmation class includes:  Adam Robert Aneston, Roger 
Louis Aurelio, James Andrew Cano, Jacob Thomas Canvin, Kyle Matthew Collins, Ava Nalinee 
Courtney, Hunter Hayden Daniel, Karina Claire DiMambro, Grace Eileen Gambotz, Dylan Anthony 
Good, Brian Michael Manns, Donovan Lawrence Marsh-Pierce, Clare Lynn Murphy, Carter Dean 
Rabold, Jaclyn Christine Rizzo, Matthew Neil Schroers, Riley Paige White, Connor Jacob Williams 
and Emily Elizabeth Zima. 
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The People of Good Shepherd – July and August 2020 Report 

Additional 2020 High School Graduates 
Emma Chudy — Stagg High School 
 

Baptisms 
Riley Rose Barnish — July 18, 2020 
Ella Grace Laban — August 23, 2020 
 

Weddings  
Molly Elizabeth O’Malley and Tim Rudniski — July 31, 2020 
                          

Known to have been Ill or Hospitalized: 
Sue Albrecht, Joanne Alsip, Tony Ausec, Marilyn Breen, Myrna Bronson, Wayne Buerger, 
Jennifer Gibbs, Sara Goss, Betty Holke, Jim Johanson, Pat Karner, Char Mathis, Sandra 
Reback, Bob Schaaf, Jim Sheehan, Lois Simmons, Linda Skopek, Charles Snow, Nancy 
Thoss, Tom Thoss, Beth Wetzig, Char Wolfe and Richard Wolfe 
 

Known to have Experienced Bereavement 
Cheryl Davidovitch upon the death of her cousin, Rick Noerenberg 
The Heilman family upon the death of Jeff’s mother at the age of 101, Alice 
The Choquette family upon the death of their family friend, Mark Barlaan 
Rich and Char Wolfe upon the death of Rich’s friend, Donald Mackel 
Ray and Joanne Borner upon the death of Joanne’s friend, Eleanore Lawrence 
Jim Wright upon the death of his friend, Chuck Ekdahl 
The Becker family upon the death of Laura’s mother, Alice Page 
Linda and Keith Fuchs upon the death of Linda’s brother, Richard Garner 
Jan Elsner and family upon the death of her brother, Larry Nord 
Maura Murphy and family upon the death of her brother, William McMahon 
Family and friends of Beverly Burrichter 
 

Funerals 
 

Beverly J. Choquette — July 7, 2020 — A person who epitomized kindness and generosity, 
Bev warmly received anyone and had a special place in her heart for children. A faithful  

    member of Good Shepherd since 2000, her kindness and generosity was felt through out    
    the whole sanctuary. Our love goes to her children, especially Ron, and their families. 

 

Robert K. Sweeney — August 3, 2020 — Bob knew how to leave an impression. Whether 
it was with his children or grandchildren, he had a way of making every moment special  

    and meaningful. Many in the OFF club saw that as he served as treasurer for a number of years. They  
    handed over their dues to him, amazingly almost always with a smile because Bob made that type of  
    impression. Our prayers continue to be with his wife Bonnie and his sons, Mark and Jack along with  
    their families. 

 

Joseph E. Hauptman — August 18, 2020  
 

 
 

Update on our search for an Associate Pastor 
The Call Committee has been quite busy during the last two months. They reviewed two candidates but 
ultimately decided to release them.  As we continue in this process, we are having conversation around 
whether a Deacon (different than our congregational deacons) would serve to fill the current and future 

needs of Good Shepherd. We will continue to faithfully journey in the process and ask for your 
continued prayers during this endeavor.                  Sincerely,  
                                   Ron Jurkovic – Chairperson of Church Council 
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                Disruptions from COVID 
The challenges presented by COVID have been significant for everyone. That 
includes the community of Good Shepherd. While we recognize that it has provoked 
us to explore ministry in new ways, such as our virtual services and online events, we 
do lament the loss of many other things. 
 

September generally marks the start of the program year, where the 
calendar gets packed with activities.  The realities of COVID create 

challenges that do not allow us to hold some events at this time, specifically Rally Day and the Big 
Build. We look forward to engaging in these great highlights of the church calendar again in the 

future but must now take a season away.  
 

Another area significantly disrupted by COVID is our music ministry. Given the need to be 
responsible, we are not resuming our choirs as generally scheduled. The music directors, staff and 
congregational leadership will be monitoring the situation and convene groups when the time is 
appropriate. We all look forward to people sharing their gift of music but want to be responsible in 
caring for our musicians and all during this season where so much remains unknown.  

 

These announcements seem all gloom and doom and, while they do come with lament for missing out now, 
they also come with hope at the expectation of resuming these expressions of faith in the future. 
 

Such expressions of faith are still taking place at Good Shepherd although they may look different than 
in prior years.  Studying scripture and supporting others with the gospel message is part of our call as 
faithful people. Due to the current desire to care for our neighbor as ourselves, we will be undertaking several 
opportunities, exclusively in a virtual manner, as we continue to strive to fulfill our purpose.  Check out the 
opportunities listed below and keep that spirit moving! 
 

                          BIBLE STUDY 
Tuesdays at 10:30 am — We follow the daily lectionary of readings (which can be found 
on the church website) and select one or two to dive into. Come join us on the Good 

Shepherd Facebook Page. 
 

Wednesday mornings — Hymn of the Week — Michelle Podewell graces us with the playing 
and singing of a hymn. It’s a time of reflection that invites us to rest in the gift of music.   
 
 

 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm — Where is God? Time for reflection and prayer — This weekly time invites us 
to explore where God is at work in our lives and world. We spend time in prayer and exploring God’s work.  
 

*** While these events are live at the assigned time, they will remain on the page for viewing at one’s leisure *** 
 

Interested in a Zoom time for prayer and reflection?  If you would partake in such an activity, please 
contact Pastor Chris at the church and let him know your interest. 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School is getting ready to begin the 20-21 program year virtually.  We are 
planning to conduct virtual Sunday school September through December 2020.  In December, 
we will re-evaluate the possibilities with respect to the Covid-19 guidelines at that time.  
Beginning September 13, a weekly YouTube video will be available. Be watchful for 
announcements about other opportunities as they arise.  A welcome letter for all those in 
Sunday school will be going out soon. 

CONFIRMATION 
Our confirmation this year will be a virtual learning experience through December. We 
are working hard preparing lessons for online learning so our confirmands can grow in their 
faith. We are looking forward to seeing our students over Zoom for now. This has been a 
growing moment for us in electronic media and we are working hard to make the start of this 
year as fun and effective as possible.  An introductory letter should be arriving in the mail for all 
our Confirmation students but please make plans now to join us for our first parent and student 
meeting on September 14 at 7 pm. 
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EXCITING MISSION NEWS 
COMPANION SYNOD . . . Our synod has a companion synod, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Southern Africa. As we join in a  ministry that extends beyond our 
local community, our Missions Committee and Church Council have been involved with 
growing a relationship with a congregation in our companion synod. Recently we found out 
that we have been partnered with the Lutheran Church in Coronationville, South Africa. They 
will be much like our congregational “pen pal” in South Africa. We will be lifting them up in 
prayer and beginning to interact via ZOOM with members of their parish. If you would like to be part of 
the group steering these interactions, please contact Pastor Chris. We look forward to growing to know God 
through knowing them.  

 
FOOD PANTRY . . . The “Palos Food Pantry” always appreciates our many 
donations.  September’s special request is for cereal, canned meat, noodle/rice mixes, 
canned ravioli, spaghetti sauce and pasta.  Any food donations are appreciated.  We ask 
that you drop these items off directly at the pantry at 12101 S Harlem Ave. in Palos 
Heights.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 

NEWS ABOUT YOUR MISSION CONTRIBUTIONS . . . Did you know that your missions 
contributions to Good Shepherd are changing lives within our community as well as in distant 
areas? During this time of “social distancing” we want to make sure to share how you 
are making a real difference. We hope you have noticed first hand accounts of 
thankfulness in the letters distributed in our regular emails. Your contributions are 
certainly appreciated. 
 

The Center in Palos Park offers people of a ll fa iths, backgrounds and ages an 
opportunity to grow in spirituality amid the tranquility of nature and God's creatures. 
The Center is a non-profit organization. Perhaps the most important service the Center 
provides is the Pathways to Sobriety Program, a residential treatment program for men 
in the early phases of recovery from alcoholism and substance abuse. The men are 
housed, fed, and treated free of charge, and the success rate of these men who are determined to overcome 
addiction is inspiring to all who have had the opportunity to meet and work with them. The Center also 
holds weekly support groups for both men and women, based on the Alcoholics Anonymous program. 
 

The Center also serves the needs of children and their families through the Children's 
Farm and School (pre-K—3rd grade). A large percentage of Summer Camp attendees 
are from the inner city and enjoy camp at no cost, thanks to donations to the Center. 
Farm tours and interaction with the animals is especially enjoyed by the many Special 
Education classes that visit the Farm and delight in the "hands on" experience. The 
gentle animals and their guides teach the children to love and respect all God's 
creatures. 

 

The Lodge and Wayside Chapel offer unique opportunities to worship and learn 
through nature, whether by walking the meditative labyrinth outside or taking classes 
working with natural materials, like stones or dried herbs. Seasonal events bring 
together members of the community and nurture the bonds of friendship. 
 

Countless generous members of the Good Shepherd church family continue to volunteer their time and 
talent at the Center, as Farm guides, tractor drivers, craft teachers, choir singers and event organizers. 
 

During these days of the Covid 19 Pandemic we frequently hear the phrase “We’re all in this together.” 
Indeed, we are working together to share God’s love at home and throughout the world. 
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH UPDATE 
On July 23, a few high school youth participated in a one-day outing to Starved 
Rock and river rafting. There were 7 youth and 3 adults that attended, while 
practicing safe Covid-19 practices. Pastor Joe would like to thank Todd Huttner 
and Pastor Chris for helping make this a great day! 
 
Pastor Joe is currently looking for ways the high school youth can get together 
virtually and possibly in small groups when it’s safe enough.  He will be setting up 
a Zoom meeting with our youth group to brain storm some ideas of  how we can 
stay connected and grow in our faith together.  Please contact Pastor Joe for more 
details and also to make sure we have your up to date contact information.   

 

                          BOWLING UPDATE 
Good Shepherd’s Bowling League is ready to “roll” with some COVID 
restrictions.  If you are interested in becoming a sub, please contact the church 
office. The first bowling date for this season is Saturday, Sept. 19.  Bowling begins at 
3:50 pm. 

 

PARKING LOT UPDATE 
Parking Lot Construction . . . It is coming . . . Due to a new water line 
being buried, a significant part of the church parking lot will be under 
construction in the near future. The timing of this disruption is still 
“flexible” but the difficulty it presents should not prohibit any church 
activities. We look forward to the lot being returned to its normal state 
swiftly after the construction is completed. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Hopkins Park  Wood Splitting Day — Saturday September 12 — 8 am to 1 pm 
We are looking for  50 volunteers to help split wood for the residents of Pembroke Township 
and Hopkins Park.  They depend on the wood to provide heat to their homes though the 
winter months.  Many hands make light work. Please remember to bring a pair of work 
gloves with you. Even if you cannot attend, please share so that others may participate. 
Students, this is a very fulfilling way to receive 5 hours towards Community Service 
requirements! 
 

Last spring we processed approximately 5 semi truck loads of logs and delivered over 70 loads of wood to 
meet their winter needs. This fall's plans are to do the same and more. 
 

Wood Splitting Days will be held at the Bile Witness Camp —16089 E 2500 S Rd, Pembroke Township, IL 
60958.   Entrance for the camp is on the North East corner of  E 2500 S Rd & S 16000 Rd, look for the sign 
of Bible Witness Camp on S16000 Rd. 
 

To make this a success there is a need for some equipment and help including:   
  pick-up trucks capable of delivering bed loads of wood, also any trailer for doing the same 
 chain saws, wood splitters and wheel barrels 
 help is needed to set up tables and chairs 
 servers are needed to feed our hard working volunteers 
 if you would like, please consider donating the following items:  paper plates, napkins, cookies, 

snacks, chips, coffee and water. 
 

If you have any questions and would like to volunteer, please contact Rick Korallus 630-688-4771  
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ATTENDING A COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY THIS FALL?  Our church 
family  wants to continue to care for and minister to our students by 
sending him/her important information about our life together at Good 
Shepherd.  We need our college student’s new campus address and name 
of school shared with our office as soon as possible for the next 
newsletter.  Please complete this form and mail to the church office                                                      
or email donna@good-shepherd-church.com with the information.   

 

                                                                         God’s blessings on your student’s studies! 
 
 

 Circle one:        freshman         sophomore         junior       senior       grad student  
 

 Name  of college/university   _____________________________________ 

 Name and address (plus 4 digit zip code at school)  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-Mail address  ___________________________________________________________     

 

 

AND  

A NOTE OF THANKS 
Dear Church Family,      
     On behalf of Rich and myself, I would like to thank you for your kindness and 
continued support during our difficult times. 
     The cards and phone calls of support are most appreciative.  The gift of food to 
sustain our lives is something to behold.  Thank you! 
     I don’t know what else to say, other than, “God bless all of you!  Stay safe!” 
     Peace and Love, 
      Char and Rich Wolfe 


