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ADVENT: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel . . .  
Advent is a powerful time of expectantly waiting for Christ to come and bless us 
with the embodiment of hope, love, joy and peace. Our appetite for the feast of 
Christmas grows with each Sunday of Advent where we light candles and gather 
together with anticipation as we wait.   

 

   CHISTMAS: Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel . . .                                           
                              Christ comes and we CELEBRATE! 
 

Arise and Shine!  - Sunday School Service - December 15, 4:00 PM 
Our Sunday school children will share the beloved story of Jesus’ birth as told through 

vignettes and song with their family and friends.  The rehearsals are on the following 

Saturdays: December 7, 10:00 AM – 12 Noon for 4
th

 and 5
th

 Graders and 10:30 AM – 12 

Noon for Kindergarten through 3
rd

 Grades.  On Saturday, December 14, 10:00 AM – 12 

Noon for 4
th

 and 5
th

 Graders and 10:30 AM -12 Noon for ALL of the Sunday school 

classes, followed by the Sunday School Christmas party.  Our Sunday school children and 

staff look forward to sharing the good news of Jesus’ birth with you. 
 

“Silent Night for All the World — An International Christmas Celebration"  
Friday, December 20 at 7:00 PM  — All of our choirs are working very hard to 

prepare a joyful occasion.  Join us for this musical journey across the globe 

celebrating the gift of Christmas and stay afterwards for a reception hosted by 

the Congregational Activities committee.  Come and share in this Good 

Shepherd tradition that is a glorious highlight of the Christmas season and join                  

the song of Hope!! 
 

Christmas Eve Worship — December 24, 4:00, 6:30 and 10:30 PM 
Hope, love, joy and peace are found lying in a manger. This is the greatest of gifts 

we find at Christmas. We gather to celebrate this gift of Jesus with worship. The 4:00 

PM service is designed especially for children and families but is open to all who are 

young at heart. The voices of the Cherub Choir, Junior Choir and the skills of the Joy 

Ringers share the good news at that service. The 6:30 PM service gathers to 

celebrate the birth of Christ alongside the bells and with special solos. The 10:30 PM 

service is graced with not only the news of Jesus’ birth, but also the voices in our 

adult choir. All are invited to sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” before we conclude the 

service by candlelight. 
 

Christmas Day Worship  — December 25, 10:00 AM 
The gift of Christ is celebrated as we share together the gift of Holy Communion. 

 

New Year’s Eve Worship — December 31, 7:30 PM 
A new year begins but God remains now and always. We give thanks for the past and look to the future 
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The People of Good Shepherd – November 2018 Report 
 

Baptisms 
Melanie Christienne Multon — November 3, 2019 

Parker Eve Gansel — November 3, 2019 
 

New Grandparents 
Rich and Dena Facko upon the birth of  Eleanor and Jack Kukulski 
 

Known to have been Ill or Hospitalized: 
Beverly Burrichter, Katie DiMambro, Sandra Keller, John King, Char Mathis, Penny Mattes, 

David Meyer, Carol Miller, Connor Mish, Deb Petritsch, Maxine Piha, Georgene Podewell, 

Charles Snow, Bob Sweeney, Nancy Thiele, Rich Warehime, Sue Alberts and Bill Becker 
 

Known to have Experienced Bereavement 
Charles and Joan Emery upon the death of Joan’s cousin, Suzy Huesing 

Jennifer Wilson upon the death of her grandmother, Christine Wolicki 

The Quigley family upon the death of BJ’s mother, Catherine Dunlap 

Tom and Diane Adduci upon the death of Tom’s mother, Mary Lou 
 
 

    
 

CELEBRATE through MISSIONS . . .  
 

In November, donations helped the Palos Food Pantry supply those in need with the 

ingredients for a marvelous Thanksgiving meal as well as other foods to supplement their 

needs.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!  The Pantry is planning to distribute boxes 

of personal care items for the Christmas Holidays.  In December, please include full-sized 

items such as:  shampoo, conditioner, baby shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, 

soap and shaving cream.   
 

This month’s homeless cooking date is Tuesday, December 10 at 9:30 AM.  Come join this 

wonderful group and enjoy cooking and each other’s company. Thank you to Hank Lang for 

delivering these meals. 
 

Don’t forget our veterans! The Manteno vet home appreciates the support they 

receive from Good Shepherd.  They can always use toiletries in trial or full size and 

snacks for their snack shop.  Snack examples include snack cakes, packaged chips or 

cookies and packaged crackers with cheese or peanut butter.  No candy is needed at this 

time. There are two BLUE bins in the narthex to collect these items.  Thank You! 
 

An Invitation to Serve God this Christmas Season. 

Assistance is needed at several local agencies that serve others in our 

community.  Beds Plus is in need of volunteers to assist both during the day and 

also during the nights at their shelter sites. For more information, please contact 

Flo Breitbarth at 708-354-0858 ext. 137. 
 

  The next Missions Committee Meeting is scheduled for January 3, 2020 at 2:30 PM! 
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CELEBRATE with many ACTIVITIES . . .  
DECORATING GINGERBREAD HOUSES — Friday, December 6.  Please join us as we 
gather together  for this  awesome event!  All are welcome!  C’mon out and be a part 

of those “sticky-candy-creating” fun memories!  This has become a tradition at Good 

Shepherd and this one will be our 18
th

 gathering.  The fun is in the Family Life Center 

and begins at 6:30 PM.  For this event, each family/household must sign-up and then a 

house is reserved for you.  Those attending bring an appetizer, snack or dessert to share 

and also share in the creativity of additional food/candy items to bring to enhance the 

overall décor.  You may call the church office, email Mrs. Lori or sign-up on the bulletin board.  An added 

note . . . bring a piece of cardboard or a tray to put the house on and it will make for an easier commute 

home. 
 

LIVE NATIVITY — Sunday, December 8 —There’s still room for you!   
Join us as we prepare our hearts for Christmas.  

ALL ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE IN GOOD SHEPHERD’S “LIVE NATIVITY”  
AT THE PALOS CHILDREN’S FARM. 

There is room for kids, teens and adults to dress up and re-create the nativity scene.  Everyone else may 

participate as the audience and gather around to share in this meaningful moment.  A simple program is 

followed with scripture readings and singing of familiar hymns.  A fee of $2 per person/$10 per family 

will be collected.  Please give payment to Lori Puttkammer on or before December 8.  We will gather at 

the Palos Children’s Farm at 1:30 PM in the outdoor pavilion with hot cocoa and cookies being served.  

The Live Nativity will begin promptly at 2:00 PM. 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR THE L.S.S.I. FOSTER CHILDREN — These must be returned no later than 

December 8.  Please be sure to have your gift turned in by this date as LSSI will be picking them up 

shortly thereafter.  You may bring your gift to the Galilean Room and leave them on the counter top or 

coffee table.  Your generosity at this time of year helps these children to experience the joy and meaning 

of Christmas.  We have been doing this project for many years and the magnitude of giving from the 

Good Shepherd Family each year is truly inspiring!  Thank you very much! 
 

“OFF CLUB” CHRISTMAS PARTY — Wednesday, December 11 — The 

members of the “OFF Club”  will gather for their annual Christmas celebration 
at      11:30 AM at Silver Lake Country Club, 14700 S 82nd Ave., Orland Park. 

Tickets need to be purchased ahead of time and you must be a paid member to 

attend.  If you need help with transportation, please call the church office.  Eric 

Lucky will be our entertainment.  As in the past, we will be collecting unwrapped 

$5 gifts for distribution at the South Suburban Crisis Center. 
 
 

DECORATE THE SANCTUARY — Thursday, December 12 — We will decorate our 
sanctuary for the Christmas season beginning at 7:00 PM.  The tree will be set up, 

lights strung and packages wrapped.  Many hands make for light work; your help is 

greatly appreciated. Please come and share the Christmas spirit with your church family. 
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CELEBRATE with more  ACTIVITIES 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY — is from 
noon to 1:00 PM on Saturday, December 14 

following that rehearsal.  We ask 

that parents of those children age 

3 through  Kindergarten attend the 

party with their child.  Please be 

sure to let us know if your child is 

planning on staying for the party 

on December 14.  You may email 

Mrs. Lori, phone the church office 

or sign up on the bulletin board across from Mrs. 

Lori’s office.  The children have lunch and birthday 

cake with ice cream for dessert.  Parent volunteers 
are needed to help run the party.  Please contact 

Mrs. Lori via email or sign up on the bulletin board if 

you are interested in helping.  Thank you!   

Lori@good-shepherd-church.com 

 
Men’s Bags, Basketball and Soul 
On Monday nights at 8:00 PM we have 

bags set up in Bethany Hall while some 

others play basketball in the Life Center. 

At 9:15 we gather in 

Bethany Hall for some 

guided discussion about life. Any and 

all are welcome to come for as much 

of the night as they are able.  

 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING — Sunday, January 26            

in between services — Come and 

celebrate God’s ministry at Good 

Shepherd from the last year and hear 

about upcoming plans at our yearly 

Congregational Meeting.   
 

Good Shepherd Needs You!  The ministry we do is 

a shared ministry where people use their God given 

gifts for the sake of the gospel. We have lots of ways 

for you to be involved in this as the various 

committees of the congregation are always open to 

new voices and 

perspectives. If you are 

interested in hearing 

about or joining one of 

the great groups, please 

talk to   Pr. Chris.                        

CELBRATE  through the BIBLE 
God’s people anticipate and celebrate the gift of 

God’s Son by growing to know God’s Word better 

each day. All are invited to come to our Tuesday 
Prayer Group which meets at 9:30, the  Bible Study, 
held on Tuesday’s at 10:30 and the Book Discussion 
group which meets on Tuesday’s at 4:00. These 
groups will meet through December 10 and then 

begin again on January 14. 
 

Prayer Partners and 
Discovering the Bible are taking 

a break during December. They 

will begin again in the new year. Look to the January 

newsletter for specific dates.  
 

CELEBRATE with YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 

Confirmands are busy gearing up for their semester 

test.  6th and 7th grade has class each Monday 

through December 16 while 8th grade has class on 

December 8 and 15.  Classes resume respectively on 

Monday, January 13 and Sunday, January 12.  Have a 

great Christmas break! 
 

There are still spots left for the high school 
mission trip to St. Louis from June 21-26.  Any 

current high school 

student is welcome to 

participate.  Please see      

Pr. Joe ASAP if you are 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n 

participating in this trip! 
 

Do you still need gift cards for Christmas?  A 

second holiday order will be placed on December 8 

with pick up available on December 15.  Form can be 

found in the church office 

or on the church’s website.  

Please turn in all orders to 

the office or place them in 

the envelope on Pr. Joe’s 

door.  Proceeds from the 
gift card sales support 

the High School Mission Trip Participants who will 

be going to St. Louis in June. 
 

Any High School Student who is 

interested in helping plan or would like 

to participate in the Youth Service 
should sign up on the bulletin board 

or see Pr. Joe.  The service will most 

likely be in February this year. 

mailto:Lori@good-shepherd-church.com
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CELEBRATE with THANKS TO . . . 
 all who cleaned out your closets and brought 

clothes for our annual 

clothing drive. Your 

generosity has helped 

warm the lives of others 

with the love of Christ. 

What a great example of 

sharing the warmth of 
God’s love.   

 
 the Sunday school Teachers and assistants 

for sharing their time, talent and love with our 

children of Good Shepherd . . . a true 

expression of Christmas. 

 

 our wonderful and loving Nursery 

caregivers: Cassie Facko, Sarah Massett, 

Joanna Bergmann, Nikki Naughton, Jana 

Spencer, Michelle Ladewig and Becca Sweeney. 

 

 our musicians for all the hard work they are 

putting into sharing the good news of Jesus’ 

birth through the gift of music.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATE IN OTHER WAYS 
In past years, the members of 

Good Shepherd have shared 

their Christmas wishes by 

displaying cards on the church bulletin board.  

Bring in or mail your card to be shared by our 

church family and take time to share  the 

messages of your fellow members. 
 

The 2019 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin 

board outside Pastor’s office.  Donors may use this  

opportunity to celebrate anniversaries, weddings, 

birthdays or to remember a loved one.  The cost of 

the flowers is $40.00.  Checks can be made 

payable to the Good Shepherd Chancel Guild. 
 

Sign up for Poinsettias is on 

the bulletin board.  We will 

be having “red” poinsettias 

again this year to grace  our 

Chancel.  The cost is $13.00 and orders will be 

taken through December 9.  Plants may be taken 

home with you after the Christmas Day service. 
 

Chancel Guild HELP NEEDED!!! Our Chancel 

Guild is in need of help, particularly those who are 

able to prepare communion at the 9:00 AM 

service. If you are able and interested in meeting 

and working with some wonderful people, contact 

the church office. 
 

A new greeter chart is posted 

for the rest of the year.  Please 

consider signing up to extend a 

warm welcome to fellow 

members and guests.  There are 

many available dates.  What a great opportunity to 

make many new friends on Sunday mornings! 
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Do you still need gift cards for Christmas?  A second 
holiday gift card order will be 
placed on December 9.   If you turn 
your order in that day, cards will be 
available on December 16th.  Please 
turn in all orders to Ron Skoglund or 
the church office.  Proceeds from the 
gift card sales supports the High 

School Mission Trip Participants who will be going to 
Indianapolis, IN in June. 

The 2019 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin 
board outside Pastor’s office.  Donors may use this  
opportunity to celebrate anniversaries, weddings, 
birthdays or to remember a loved one.  The cost of the 
flowers is $40.00.  Checks can be made payable to the 
Good Shepherd Chancel Guild. 

Sign up for Poinsettias is on the 
bulletin board.  We will be having 
“red” poinsettias again this year to 
grace  our Chancel.  The cost is 
$13.00 and orders will be taken 
through December 16.  Plants may 
be taken home with you after the 
Christmas Day service. 

In past years, the members of Good Shepherd have 
shared their Christmas wishes by displaying cards 
on the church bulletin board.  Bring in or mail your 
card to be shared by our church family and take time to 
share  the messages of your fellow members. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION INFORMATION. . .  
What better way to gear up for Christmas than by 
drawing near to God’s Word and God’s people. All are 

invited to come to our Tuesday 
Prayer Group which meets at 
9:30 AM. They are currently 
reviewing the study, “When God 
Doesn’t Fix It” by Laura Story. 
The Bible Study, held on 

Tuesday’s at 10:30 AM continues their journey 
through Acts. The Book Discussion group which 
meets on Tuesdays at 4:00 PM is reading the New 
York Times Bestselling book Jesus > Religion by 
Jefferson Bethke. These groups will meet through 
December 11 and then take a Christmas break until 
January 15.  

Our Thursday Discipleship Nights and Theology 
Pub are taking a break during December. They will 
begin again in January. Look to the January newsletter 
for specific dates.  

Body & Soul Update:  Body and Soul will meet on 
December 3, 10 and 17 for basketball 
beginning at 8:00 PM. On December 10, 
we’ll quit playing early so at 9:15 PM we 
can coming together as men in Christian 
community. Come for the small group even 

if you’re not going to play ball. Body and Soul will 
not meet on December 24 or 31.  
 

THANK YOU TO . . .  
 

Sharing the Warmth of God’s Love. A big THANK 
YOU to all who cleaned out your closets and brought 
clothes for our annual clothing drive. Over 80 coats 
and numerous boxes were collected and 
taken to First Trinity Lutheran in Chicago 
to help provide for the real needs of others.  

. . . the Sunday School Teachers and 
Assistants for sharing their time, talent 
and love with our children of Good 
Shepherd…a true expression of Christmas. 

. . . our wonderful and loving Nursery caregivers: 
Christina Gansel, Cassie Facko, Sarah Massett, Joanna 
Bergmann, Nikki Naughton, Jana Spencer and Becca 
Sweeney. 

Get Involved  . . .  
Want to get more involved at Good Shepherd and 
meet some great people?  It’s the time of 
year when we are looking for new people to 
join the various groups and committees that 
make up Good Shepherd. If you are 
interested, please talk to Pastor Buresh 
about these great opportunities. 

Chancel Guild HELP NEEDED!!! Our Chancel 
Guild is in need of help, particularly those who are able 
to prepare communion at the 9:00 AM services. If you 
are able and interested in meeting a fantastic group of 
wonderful women, contact the church office. 

We are looking for a few good geeks.  Are you an IT 
professional or are a student who is interested in 

working in IT?  The church may have a 
few projects on the horizon where we may 
need some help and want to see what 
expertise exists within our church family.  
Please see Ron if you would be willing to 

share your IT experience with your church family. 

Any High School Student who is interested in helping 

plan or would like to participate in the Youth Service 

should sign up on the bulletin board or see Ron.  The 

service will most likely be in February this year. 


